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i 
( •) Attempting an inclusionistic art-'L� •• a_ PI icle on locomotive 47299 (Ariadne 

��� �� � Lives, FF1 6:8-11 ) ,  I feel a right 
Herbert for missing a· couple of ref­

erences. These both come from the same piece of dramatised 
writing by our old friend W B Herbert, th� dodgy compiler. For 
completeness' sake they are the chapter "The Clairvoyant's Warn­
ing" in Railway Ghosts ( 1 985 ) and Railway Ghosts & Phantoms 1 989 
omntbus �dition, both David & Charles. 

( • ) If Sheffield, through its faculty connection, is the mod­
ern legend centre of the universe, it seems appropriate that 
the hero of' Geoff Nicholson' s amusing novel Hunters and Gather­
ers has based himself there. At one point he muses upon books 
aimed at collectors: "They contained anecdotes of' how people 
had found priceless items in attics, junk shops and jumble 
sales. (These stories had something of' the �rban myth about 
them.)" The book was published in 1 991  by Hodder & Stoughton; 
Sceptre edition 1 992. 

(*) Sheffield has a Yemeni-born resident who has lived in a 
chair on a street for eight years. Known only as Ahmed, he has 
been surviving on fooa given him from passers-by in Stainf'orth 
Road, Darnall, Sheffield. A local shopkeeper said: "I have seen 
him with show on his head in winter. But he seems healthy 
enough. He thinks he is a holy man." Ahmed' s answer to his life­
style -..vas: "Only Allah knows." Social services busybodies 
threatened to investig•te (D Sport, 2/7/92 ) .  

( * )  Housing was on John O'Brien's mind for he claims builders 
Barratt is reneging on its offer to pay the first six months of 
his mortgage. John -- no address given -- arranged a £65,000 

' motgage payable over one year, leaving Barratt facing repay­
ments of almost £6,000 a month. The house builder ref'used to 
swap contracts on the new flat and Mr O'Brien is now issuing 
a county court summons demanding payment for £34,a69 (Con­
struction News, 1 3/8/92 ) .  

( * ) Returning from her optician, my wife Pauline said she 
left her old specs as a goodwill gesture for someone in the 
Dar�{ Continent. Her optician observed that although he sent 
unwanted specs to Africa, he never saw tribesmen on TV wearing 
glasses. Just after this, Stuart Gray-Thompson sent a cutting 
about a Stranraer man off' to seek fabled living dinosaurs, the 
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-nokele-mbembe. It added that an optician v1as also going to joill 
him on the trip to do scree ining war!: ani supply thoEe who neetl 
Mlifl/��;hHeegohd�hlu�:tepa1hUBtopograsliesitWtglowaUlig:�eoPd>1ae�aur 
them with second-ham pairs of glasses. ('lligtnvm Free Press, 
20/8/92). No jok�s here about poor eyesight l�ading to dino­
saur milidentification. 

(• ) Stuart also sent a clipping criticising the traditional 
L�wis practice of tying young couples to street furniture priof 
to their vred.ding da:v arrl pelting them with flour, soot, rotten 
eggs arrl tomat�es (see FF3: 12). Raised by a col'!lmittee of ·:�est­
ern Isles' Council, it v>'as stated couples were norlltllly tied to 
lamp-9osts or railings in the town centre and covered with foul 
concoctions. During the debate bachelor Councillor Rod.dy Mac­
donald SUGgested providing a specific area, only for another to 
E!lldp'fi Uiethalf_lowlb.eft ylrneget&mdD1!truilV a1le:rdle.eb.'fr20,t'tl/1)� )be ra is 
to quip, "We rtill when you get married. 1 1 The matter \·tas to be 
raised v1i th the police (Press & Journal, Aberdeen, 20/8/92). 

• "I thought tM cooncil man wa.r puttin' a stop «1 this." 
"That is tM cooncil man/" 

��YiX�:�';\j)..J�j):g_j'Y,·;x�;�j)·g�i) 

(*)  0� lore apparently says disturbing a blackbird's nest is 
"bad luck" so work on a £3. 2million st.orts centre in Chel ten­
ham, Gloucs., was halted (Sun, 30/6/92 ) .  

( �· ) Now three items of new lore crazes. 
1) The Sun (17/9/92) moralised that "schoolldds are hooked on 

a sick neVI c···aze." In my day it v:as cigarette cards - now it1s 
vice girls' sex-for-sale cards. The business cards, bearing 
explicit pictures ani sexy messages like "Kinky or straight -
Il'u� ... "l ��atl" phene bei:e.g :l!av� igtdon1Ja{3pese}lly ( �u;J.gtJ/�i9�l).Q t oak 
I' m r:;reat" v1ere being saved ani sVIallped by youngsters who took 
them frol'!l phone boxes in 3righton, SussexQSun, 17/9/92). 

2) Teachers called in police to hat playground hiGh jinks 
where children are given love bites forcibly. Four pupils were 
disciplined at one comprehensive after a boy r:as held down 
v:hile a girl inflicted painful bites. One boy ·;.-as suspended , 
after the incident at Stanchester School in Stoke sub Hamden1 
Somerset, ani police were call:-d in to investigate (Sun, 23/:-;/92) . 

3) �:!ore seriously a teenager ·:1as fighting for life after 
being flung. from the roof of a car taking part in a new dare­
devil craze. Ian Perkins, 19, was critical after the "roof­
riding" horror in Worl�ington, Cumbria (Sun, 25/5/92). 

.:;. 



(*) The Americans have come up v;ith a new pastime. Before 
shonpers are awake wallcers eager to exercise, but reluctant 
to face snow, mugg�rs, dogs or :.teep hills are trudging laps 
l�oors at their local shopping malls. Several hundred peop­
le at a time might be circling counter-clockwise in any 
given mall ard dozens of mall-walking clubs have sprung up. 
In Brentwood, New York, the South Shore Mall operates a '/,alk­
ing programne called Club TreoJ.d, has a news-sheet (The Treader 
Le a<ie r) am holds post-walk social sessions. Thomas Cabot, . 
founder of the. National Organisation of Uall Walkers, whose 
most active members have covered more than 15,000 indoor miles 
in the past five years, says mall wall�ing is here to stay. 
"They' re meeting like-min::-ed people ard the groups are grow­
ing by leaps ard bounds," he said. 'Mall merchants like the 
idea. Walkers see merchandise ani come back later when the 
shops are open (Press & Journal, Aberdeen, 6/7/92). 

(OO)��:;r�����J@ 
(•) Hmv true is the tale that a car's numberplate v1hen cov­

ered with clear nail varnish will reflect the flash of the new 
police anti-speeding spy cameras? Clingfilm is said to have tht 
same effect ( Independent, 14/7/92). 

( ¥) Fro rrt nail varnish to fingernail cli�'pings. Rumours 
Rpread that Bod�r Shop queen Anita Roodick \"!ouLi pay up to £10 
for clippings to be used for testing cosmetics. The trendy 
chain ;leaded with customers to stop bringing in their little 
p,ackets of unwanted tri•nmings. Spokesman J ohn Grounds said: 
'People have been coming in vrith envelopes full. Some have 

been r.:etting very upset when we tell them it is someone's 
idea of a joke. No one has any idea where the story started 
but it has clearly spread like wildfire" ( Sun, Today, D Star, 
5/3/92). 

As I keep reminding readers, at 
some point all urban belief tales 
come true. Take the one Jan Harold 

Brunvar.d dubs "The Wife Left Behind" (Curses! Broiled Again!, 
W W Norton, 1989). . 

Here's a recent version. A man drove 450 miles before not­
icing his wife v:as missing from the car. The 30-year-old. stop­
ped at a motorway cafe, leaving her dozing on the back seat. 
But his 24-year-old wife warrlered off without him knowing. She 
arrived home by train in a "foul mood". Her husband, from 
Milan, told police: "She normally t3.lks the whole time ani I 
never listen, so I didn't notice" ( Sun, 27/8/9?.). 

Assuning ( always dangerous) with eo much detail a British 
tale is true ( Sun, D Mirror, 31/8/92), it goes lilce this. 

Absent-minded Tom Brown abanioned his frail wife Catherine J 
84, in their broken-down Skoda ani said "I suppose I must have 
got confused." Police found Tom, 73, having a cup of tea at 
home - 70 miles from the M5 hard shoulder where he had left 
her. He had hobbled off for help with his two walking sticks 
after the Czech vehicle's clutch burned out at Clevedon. He 
took a bus to Bristol ani a train to his home town Tewkesbury 
- completely forgetting about Catherine ard the car. Folice who 
launched a helicopter hunt and radio appeal for Tom said: 
"His wife was absolutely petrified and very disoriented 
after being stranded for five hours. He seemed blissfully un­
aware of the search or th: fact that he had abandoned his wif'e;' 

5, 
The couple had been on their way �or a holiday in their sea­

side caravan at Totnes. Last heard of they were setting o�f 
again • • •  

But hang on a mo! Totnes is not O!. the coast. Just suppose 
a news agency vras having a quiet day ani someone d.ecided to 
do an elaporate version o� the lt!ilan story of a few days befor<., 
But journalists are scrupulously hon•!!st, aren't they • • • • •  

( * ) Another one which claims veracity but sounds more at 
home in our oldies section. Remember the tale \vhere firetren 
rescue a cat up a tree ani after having a cup o� tea then run 
o�er it when leaving. In this scenario a soccer player killed 
both his family �eta as he drove off to a match. Steve (I8ve 
lost the surname) reversed of� his drive straight over terrier 
Jacko. He pulled forward to �ree the dog - ani crushd cat 
Chivers. After comforting his wife Annie and son Jack at Sher­
borne, Dorset, he decided to go to his works match. He arrived 
late, handled treball - and gave the opposition a penalty whick 
earned them a 1-1 draw (Sun, 15/9/92). 

(•) Every item of new technology invariably attracts a harm­fu1 t o humane tag in its early days. Latest example is mobile 
phones. Scientists are checking that they are not cooking 
our bratns or giving us cancer. The National Radiological Prot­
he81oan!ou�i�swaJead�mgt��b� han&ueeeyeanlsthdymttheebraftn 
ection Board is spending £�m on a three-yaer study to see if 
heat and radiowaves emitted by handsets could harm th brain 
(Sun, D Sport, 6/8/92). 

And try this vJhile on the subject. Tv1o constables in a patrol 
car in Brixton's notorious Railton Road sp9tted a Moborola 
mobile phone on the top of a wall. Nobody was in sight so they decided to ta�e it back to the station. Farter on, one o� the 
PCs spotted a group of people ani they asked them if they knew anything about it. Surprisingly none of them did. As the off­icers continued their patrol the phone started ringing. When they answered a voice at the other end said: "Hey man, look out, the police ·have got your phone" (Sean S column, 
The People, 30/8/92). 

(•) We can't let the toe �etish fever 
without comment. First there was repul-· 
sive Fun Minister David Mellor ani 
actress Antonia De Sancha, followed 
by Princess Fergiana and "financial 
advi.Ber" Johnny Bryan. As an omen, 
a sex attacker who tickles the toes 
of his male victims was being sought 
by police in Oxford. In separate 
strikes, he tied up two youths, aged 
16 and 19, took off their shoes and 
fondled their feet (D Sport, 2/7/92). 

What might seem a mild perversion 
to most folk ("toes are intriguing 
because they're generally covered up 
with shoes and socks. In that respect 
they' re virgiru:territory ani are 
appealing. Toes are also symbolic. 
They're shaped like miniature sex 
organs. \Yhen they're sucked, couples 
can fantasise they're performing 
real oral sex." � Nevrs of the World, 
26/7/92) became a norm according to 
acres of sex therapists' advice 

(Continued in Page 15) 
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CONFERENCE REPORT: the International Soc iety for 

Contemporary Legend Research's 

Seminar on Perspectives on 

Contemporary Legend: Sheffield 

University, 16-17 July 1992 

As Martha and the Vandellas did not say: Summer's here 

and the time is right for going to conferences. 

After all, what else are the long, hot days of July meant 

to be used for? But perhaps the folklore aficionado might 

have felt that the Summer just gone found him or her 

spo{led for choice, with a major Folk Narrative Research 

conference at Innsbruck and urban belief tales even 

featuring as a workshop at the Sidmouth Folk Festival. 

You can't be everywhere, not even when your bank manager 

tells you it's OK for you to try. 

Evidence suggests that bank managers, particularly North 

American ones, aren't saying any such thing at present. 

This, plus the accidentally competitive effect of the 

Innsbruck event, most likely explains what kept attendance 

at the International Society for Contemporary Legend 

Research's tenth anniversary seminar at Halifax Hall, 

Sheffield�to a little over three dozen. That was a pity ­

not so much because the occasion marked a decade of those 

"Perspectives" meetings which, beginning back in 1982, 

have signified recognition of a " new" type of folklore 

study-area. Quite simply, the variety and quality of papers 

wer�such as to deserve a bigger audience and with the 

proposal to diversify the xs_q_LR' s conference venues (for 

reasons given under the summary of Bill Nicolaisen's paper 

- see following pages) Sheffield seems unlikely to host 

this event again for some time. Given that anyone interested 

in contemporary legend's latest manifestations is welcome 

to attend, including and especially non-academics - given 

also that Sheffield is more accessible to privately-funded 

individuals than Paris, Finland or Texas, say - and there 

., 

you have the pitiful element. 

Still: small is beautiful, as Martha and the Vandellas 

also did not say. Cramming papers and proceedings into 

a wondrously intense span of two days, the conference went 

ahead. Many of those papers will appear in subsequent issues 

of the ISCLR' s journal, Contempcrary !fegend, but in the 

meantime (omitting all the in-Society biz and confining 

ourselves to actual speaker� FOLKLORE FRONTIERS presents 

a run-down on who went to Sheffield and what they had to 

say for themselves once they got there. 

Day 1: * Ellis ** Simpson 

* WYckoff ** Goss 

f:t: BILL ELLIS {o� 
"Christian Magic and 

the Satanic Cult 

Mythology" 

Bill Ellis showed how he has come to emerge as one of the 

most respected writer/speakers on the contemporary legend 

scene. His scholarly interest in S�tanism rumour legends 

has become increasingly apparent over the past few years 

and certain aspects of those myth-making processes formed 

the theme of his Sh�ffield paper. 

Unphased by the honour of having to open a two-day conference 

- an honour many conference participants would want to avoid -

Bill gave a meticulous and cogent presentation on the 

evolution of anti-occult propaganda among British and North 

American pentecostal extremists of the mid-1960s, majoring 

on the intern�cine warfare which developed when some incurred 

the charge of employing the very "Satanic" (mediumistic, 

charismatic) methodologies they had set out to attack - the 

"Christian magic" of the title. It seems mildly ironic that 

while allegations of Satanic assault helped to foster a 

group purpose, rationale and identity among these Christians, 
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they went on to destroy that unity by levying accusations 

of doctrinal impurity against one another - a point which 

Bill Ellis made without unnecessary emphasis. Well worth 

hearing for the firm analysis of influential "cult survivor" 

confessions like those of Warnke and Irvine which established 

the pattern for allegedly true-life exposes of Satanic 

corruption on both sides of the Atlantic - patently relevant 

to the Satanic child abuse furore of recent years - the 

paper gave the Sheffield conference a powerful impetus. 

** JACQUELINE SIMPSON 

"Hecate in the Primrose Wood: 

the. Demonization of the 

Landscape" 

Perhaps you'll have heard some of the strange stories ­

UFO lights a-hovering, dogs disappearing, humans paralyzed 

and levitated - which have emerged from the Sussex beauty 

spots of Chanctonbury Ring and Clapham Wood. Longtime 

Folklore Society member and Sussex folklore authority 

Jacqueline Simpson certainly has -and in abundance; after 

all, she lives but a metaphorical stone 's throw from these 

" haunted groves" . Her wryly-perceptive paper proved that 

she thought little of the persistent rumour-cycle that has 

come to dwell about these sit.es � - in terms of actual 

paranormal occurrences, that is - and by the end of it 

few in the Halifax Hall lecture theatre would have accused 

her of crass scepticism. What we had here was a study of 

fakelore posing as folklore: an analysis of how a modicum 

of " traditional" legend has been augmented by the alleged 

personal experiences of a small group of self-appointed 

(and, one suspected, self-serving) " psychic investigators" 

who fed the press a myth made out of next to nothing. 

Jacqueline Simpson is a confident, lively speaker whose 

reliance on her prepared lecture script appears only when 

she wants to quote something. She adheres to the old belief 

that remarkable claims require remarkably strong evidence 

or proof if they are to be taken seriously - as facts. 

The " Primrose Wood" mysteries fall short of both. Let's 

hope her written version of this paper features in the 

.. 

ISCLR's journal before long. It promises a much-needed 

cold bath for those writers who specialize in passing off 

feeble fictions as amazing facts. 

** DONNA WYCKOFF ** 

"Close Encounters of the Legendary 

Kind: Belief Legends and 

L iminality" 

Recall for a second the moment when Mick "Crocdile" Dundee 

responds to a knife-waving mugger by drawing a knife of his 

own - a knife about six times as long, something more in 

the nature of a small sword. In the version current among 

members of the Society for Creative Anachronism, the weapon 
is a sword and the verbal exchange a la Dundee ("That ain't 
a knife. This is a knife") becomes something like, "I see 
your six (inch blade) and raise you thirty". Founded in 1966, 
the SCA is a well-supported American institution whose 
members are dedicated to recreating the ambiance (though not 
the literal, authenticated historical reality) of the Middle 
Ages. They take on medieval names; they dress as knights, 
ladies, bards, monks or artisans and act generally in accord 
with their perceptions of medieval life. Perhaps predictably, 
these recreationists have evolved a number of in-group 
liminal legends where, as in the "Six/Thirty " example, the 
hero - here, a SCA member on the subway, his medieval garb 
hidden by ordinary street clothes - is confronted by the 
unpleasant facts of the mundane world (repre�nted here by 

the mugger). Significantly, the stories always show the 

mundane world in enforced retreat and the anachronistic 

one of the SCA triumphant against the odds. Donna Wyckoff 's 

close involvement with the SCA - her son is a member and she 

herself has performed as a bard at some of its functions -

makes her well-placed to apply such concepts as liminality 

and interstitiality to this and other contemporary legends. 

Hers was one of the most solidly constructed and authorit­

-ative papers of the conference. Good, too, to hear a legend 

-cycle that covers ground which most of us haven't been over 

too often and perhaps haven't trodden at all. 
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** MICHAEL GOSS ** 
"Rock-Lore: Legends & 

Rumours of the Rock 

Music Industry" 

Throughout the last session of the day, the speaker's 

lecture-text - over 100 pages of it, reportedly - lay 

untouched and unconsulted for long periods. By his own 

admission, Mick Goss isn't a great read-it-as- written 

merchant. He approaches lectures as a chance to perform; 

he evidently wants to entertain, even to the point of 

throwing in the odd, decidedly unacademic one-liner or 

breaking off to ask the audience whether they have any 

stories they'd like to tell him for a moment's change. 

By its nature, rocklore is a topic which permits the kind 

of rehearsedly-spontaneous delivery it got here. Main thrust 

of the paper was to show how contemporary music legends 

frequently constitute reworkings of the types and motifs 

found in older "traditional" folklore, with the emergent 

hero now redefined as a rock star (like Eric Clapton, 

rumoresque anerlotes of whom provided the starting point of 

the lecture). The morbid romanticism endemic to rock 

culture received much attention, the speaker seguing from 

the "Satanic Pact" stories of bluesman Robert Johnson into 

Assassinated Star rumours and thence to types wherein 

indubitably still-alive stars are alleged by rumour to be 

dead (Paul McCartney) while others who are equally indubit­

-ably dead are alleged to be still alive (Elvis, Morrison, 

Holly et.al.). Mick uttered some cautionary remarks on the 

way non-oral and commercially orientated processes may 

promote such legends, but concluded that despite critical 

gibes about its musical worthlessness, Rock has created a 

culture with defitiH:e.attractions for the practising folk­

-lorist. 

Day 2: *MacGregor * Hobbs * 

* Bennett * Smith * 

*Nlcolalsen * 

* ROBERT MacGREGOR: 

"The Mystery of the 

Quebec Beer-Drinkers' 

Cardiomyopathy: A 

Legend Type" 

In 1990 the Sheffield "Perspectives on Contemporary 

Legend" seminar heard from Robert MacGregor of a 

disturbing rumour-cycle: a product-rumour of the most 

virulent kind featuring Quebec's 'Killer Beer'. Two 

years further on, he returned with an update and more 

insights on that subject, with especial reference to 

the medical inquiry following the deaths of twenty 

persons known to have been heavy drinkers of the 

"fatal" brand in question. Adopting a relaxed, personable 

style that avoided melodrama as well as the obscurities 

of medical terminology, the speaker confided that his 

research into this 26-year-old mystery (during which he 

found and studied other locally-notorious reports of 

alcoholic poisoning) indicates that the debate as to how 

and why the victims died is still unresolved. To this 

end he quoted a contemporary doctor's opinion that the 

case represented 'a riddle, wrapped in a mystery, inside an 

enigma'. With its hints of malpractice within the alcohol 

industry and its clear relevance to those almost-daily 

scare stories about health dangers arising from our eating 

and drinking habits, this paper gave a valuable picture of 

Contemporary Legend's darker recesses. 

SANDY HOBBS & DAVID CnRNWELL: 

"The Clowns" 

Clowns arouse suspicion simply by being too lovable - too 

easily accepted (by grown-ups, at least!) as good, unthreat­

-ening fellows. Maybe children perceive them differently. 

Forteans clued in by the work of Loren Coleman on this 
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subject would have enjoyed this paper, whose relevance 

to the recent climate of near-hysteria surrounding child 

abuse/abductions hardly needs to be stressed. Presented 

on this occasion solely by the affable Sandy Hobbs of 

Paisley, it dwelt on a spate of stories which circulated 

among West Scotland schoolchildren in September/October 

1991 concerning approaches made to their peers by clown­

garbed adults. Although police found no evidence to 

corroborate the rumours, the reports were widely accepted 

as credible by the children, a development which Sandy 

explored via a student teacher questionnaire and press 

coverage. He neither disguised ncrexaggerated the depth 

of unease created and expressed through this rumour cycle; 

nor did he miss such parallels as the near-identical USA 

'clown panics ' dating from the same period or a little 

before, the possibly-relevant " Chelsea Smilers" story of 

1988 and the iron-toothed Gorbals "vampire" of 1954, on 

which he and oavid Cornwell have written previously. Usefully 

supported with overhead-projected maps and reproductions 

of print material, this paper generated as much interest 

and comment as any presented over the preceding 24 hours. 

* GILLIAN BENNET T  * 

"The Bosom Serpent: Work 

in Progress" 

Having apologized for being able to offer no more than a 

taster from a current ongoing project - hence the " work 

in progress" subtitle; this wasn't a formal paper - Gillian 

went on to give the best-received sixty minutes of the 

entire conference. It wasn't difficult to see why and how 

she has been,applauded as one of the best of the "new 

generation" of folklorists and there's no doubt that any 

Fortean would have loved this (non)paper. Its theme: the 

timeless favourite, snakes and reptiles found in the human 

body and her sample of illustrations (drawn from The 

Gentleman 's Magazine era tthrough to our own day's oft­

denigrated tabloids) amply proved that the theme is timeless, 

not to mention geographically disparate in its scope. The 

macabre case7histories and their analogues were only part 

. ' 

of the scene, however. Gillian insists that equally 

important - � important, perhaps - are the interpret­

-ations placed on them by the informants and the possible 

metaphorical meanings of these incidents/accounts was just 

one aspect taken up during the energetic discussion period 

that followed. For Gillian's subsequent work on this topic, 

keep an eye on Dear Mr Thorns (which she edits) and of 

course there's the prospect of the expanded version of this 

Sheffield "work in progress" report. 

PAUL SMITH: "Defining the 'Canon' -

Subdividing the 'Canon' 

Most of us don't worry too much about what is or isn 't an 

urban legend. We think we know; the material seems to us 

so distinctive as to be self-defining. Recently, critics 

who oppose the notion of a distinct contemporary legend 

genre and of course contemporary legend scholars themselves 

have averred that this may not be so; just about every 

characteristic we take to typify the contempcrar�urban 

legend can be shown to apply to �-contemporary, � 

urban narratives as well. So what deserves to be classed 

in this broad category - and why? And if the legends are 

allowed to stand up on their own, how can we arrange them 

in ways that reveal their characteristics and mutual 

relationships? Currently at work with Gillian Bennett upon 

a major contemporary legend bibliography, Paul Smith is not 

shy about revealing the complexities and perplexities of 

this matter. His paper examined classification schemes 

ranging from the simple ones inherent in the chapter heads 

and subheads of Prof. Brunvand's well-known books through 

sample pages from the UCLA, Berkley Folk Archive Index to 

Noel Williams's stepped schedules with their "major" theme 

headings and graded "levels" or subdivisions. This isn 't 

a purely academic exercise; until we solve the kind of 

problems outlined in Paul 's discussion, we can 't be certain 
about the nature of what we are dealing with. The ensuing 
question-time debate was a lively as can be wished, partic­
-ularly when Paul put forward the view that there may be 
grounds for not regarding -�qpernatural narratives (including 

1 3. 



14. 

the much-loved Vanishing Hitch-Hiker!) as �oming within 

the definition of "contemporary legend". Gifted with a 

generous helping of humour and well-calculated moments 

of'provocativeness, this paper urged us to take a break 

from gathering stories just long enough for us to see 

what it is we've been gathering over the past ten years. 

W.F. H. NICOLAI SEN: 

"Is There a ' Sheffield 

School' of Contemporary 

Legend Study?" 

The seminar concluded with another discursive paper on an 

issue whose effects promise to extend well beyond Sheffield. 

The speaker sought to examine the occasional criticisms 

which depict the ISCLR as an exclusive, even vaguely 

incestuous affair. As a former President of the Folklore 

Society and a much-travelled conference speaker who has 

been an integral part of the ISCLR since its inception, 

Bill Nicolaisen invited the audience to look back over the 

past ten years and to decide whether there is or is not a 

specifically "Sheffield School" with concepts and termin­

-ologies of its own and how, if at all, it has shaped the 

thinking of folklorists outside the Society's membership. 

There was little disagreement with his suggestion that 

a decade of Sheffield seminars has proven the ISCLR to be 

more open-armed than many comparable bodies and that a 

survey of countries from which participants have come 

justifies its "International" label. That said land again 

with general concurrence from the floor) it was held 

highly desirable for future conferences to range beyond 

Sheffield's Halifax Hall, with venues in Paris and elsewhere 

being mooted as possibilities worth further consideration. 

Sheffied �ose to prominence as the contemporary legend 

seminar site by accident - or as a result of convenience -

and however fond of it ISCLR members are, it cannot be 

taken as somehow intrinsic to the conference side of things. 

' 
,, 

**** Shortly afterwards the formal proceedings of the 

seminar came to rest. There were an awful lot of 

informal proceedings over the two-day period, of course. 

An impromptu folk-song session outside the Hall bar, for 

example, in which only two seminarists could be persuaded 

to actually sing, some deep critical discussion of Graeme 

Souness rumours, a series of ghoulish Hallowe'en-style 

party games contributed by a lively group of Newfoundland 

graduate students and, believe it Gr. not, a demonstration 

of hypnosis which certain ISCLR members are likely to 

remember longer and better than others. Now, when or if 

� stories come to be told in future years, they may 

have evolved into things closely approximating real 

contemporary legends • •  

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I t t 

Ncwslincs 
CONTINUED 
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( Sun, 22/7/92, D Sport, 22/7/92, 
Sun, 26/8/92). The Sun still called 
it "kinky" when announcing the Foot­
lovers' Admibation Society. Based in 

Essex, ita magazine Footsy focuses on "femall feet 
worship, kissing, licking ani being tickled " 
( Sun, 4/8/92). 

Then came the cashers in, but a Blackpool, Lanes, 
factory making Fc;,rgie Toes candy "suck it a:al see" 
novelties was hit by arsonists; Royalists being sus 
pected (sun, 27/8/92). Also door knobs in the �Dn���� shape of Fergie1s big toe were being made by des- A 
igner Glint Yallop in Launceston, Cornwall ( Sun, 
1/9/92). I I r I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I r 

RIADIRS' 
Ll 

I have t·iiO questions 

IRS about islan.O.s which 
0 1 pe rhaps you or read-

ers could answer . 
The first is, What is the s malle st islaD:!'with its own pass­
enger railway system? It depends, of course, on how you define 
snallest, whether in terms of acreage or population. I have 
four candidates so far, the Isles of tan, Wight, Jersey and 
Bornholm ( a Danish island in the Baltic Sea ), but two of these, 
Jersey and Bornh olmr have lost their rail networks duri� this 
century. In the list belovt, the population figures are given fof 
1901 when the isla m  railv1ays were all flourishing. 

Jersey 45 s� �ilea 54,� population 
Man 227 55,000 
Wight 147 82,000 
Bornholm 240 a�prox 41,000 

Unless anyone knows of any better exa mples, Jersey must be the 
smallest island which ever had railways, though Bornholm, 
':;hich once had an extensive sytem was th� least populate d. Of 
the surv ivors, the Isle o1' Wight can claim to be the smallest 
( Continued Page 21) 
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Back in a Jiffi ••• 

Who needs T Rex when I can have Durex? They come thick and fast, the 
tales that is (see FF15, pll). 

First off a clipping sent by Peter Christie concerning a furniture 
company awarded the British Standard kite mark. It passes on 
instructions to its advertising agency that this is to appear on al 
ads. Problem: no copy of the kite mark is to hand. What to do? Buy a 
packet of condoms, displaying a mark that's easily copied. This 
explains why the company's sofas appear in ads which declare that they 
have ben tested for elasticity, strength and spermicidal properties 
(Guardian, 10/9/91). 

Still with trademarks, the Big Mac burger chain is trying to ban a 
contraceptive called McCondom. McDonald's says McCondom -- with the 
letter M in yellow print -- infringes its "McLanguage" trademark. It 
has asked a court in Montreal, Canada, to stop condom shop La 
Capoterie using the name (Sun, 25/3/92). 

Way back I recall the Russians' maculinity being intimidated by 
"large" condoms exported there but marketed by the US and UK as 
"medium" size. That's the trailer for a plea for medical aid for 
Ukriane which brought a surprise gift == 100,000 extra-large condoms. 
Boxes of "American and European size" sheaths were sent from Taiwan as 
part of a £9m plane load of supplies. At seven inches, they measure 
nearly an inch longer than regular Taiwan condoms (D Mirror, 8/4/92). 

There are also glow-in-the­dark "condoms". Experts say the flashing sheaths signal danger because they offer no safeguard against pregnancy or diseases such as Aids. The 
joke items -- inspired by 
comic Steve Martin's film "LA Story" -- are being sold in 
novelty shops. Worried 
Leicestershire Health 
Authority's Warren Wiesner 
said: "They're not really · condoms at all. People must be made aware of their 
limitations." But John 
Goldstein, of suppliers Jarroy of London, blasted: "The 
packet makes it absolutely 
clear they're purely for fun and not to be used as a 
barrier. They're the sort of present a girl might buy her 
�oyfr�end with the message, 

Here s something to help you 
find your way'." (D Star 
5/3/92) 

, 

The young boy came home from school 
early one day and was unaware that his 
parents were upstairs making love. 

Hearing a noise downstairs, his father­
still wearing his contraceptive - went to 
the balcony to Investigate. 

"What are you doing, Dad?" the lad 
asked. Thinking quickly his father replied 
that he was looking for a mouse. 

"Why?" asked the boy, giving his father 
a puzzled look, "are you going to screw it?" 

1114!'=�::'=·, 
' i 
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17, 
Apparently there are now female condoms which ·fit in the vagina a doctor on morning TV was displaying one (5/5/92). Anyway, these sold out in Switzerland after just two weeks. Customers snapped up 25 000 packs of Femidom -- a four times the price of male contraceptive�. Produ7t man�ger Laure Schonenberger said they would soon be on sale in Brita1n. Wh1ch is where I came in . . •  (D Star, 22, 2, 92). 

--==-0 
, \ ' 

If you don't die of Aids from not wearing a condom you could die 
because you wore one! Alleged allergy experts put forward a bizarre 
link between bananas ... and condoms. Don't laugh. They warn people 
who are allergic to fruit they could sufer a fatal reaction to latex. 
A 50-year-old nurse with an allergy to bananas had swellings and 
breathing difficulties after using a condom, medical journal The 
Lancet revealed. And a 12-year-old boy fell into acoma after eating a 
fig and wearing rubber gloves. One 39-year-old man got conjunctivitis 
after eating a chestnut then blowing up a balloon. The Belgian experts 
warn: "Patients should be aware of the danger." (News of the.World, 
1/3/92) Patients? Isn't it by then a little late? 

But there is an answer -- willy woollies. Experts (yes, more experts) 
in America are advising men to wear lambskin condoms under the usual 
rubber sheath -- to avoid allergic itching and burning (News of the 
World, 3/5/92). Noting the source of both being the same, is the 
latter genuine? 

Lastly, tight-fisted couples in Chile wash their condoms and hang 
them out to dry before using them again. The most popular colour of 
condom in Kenya is white, while in Sweden it is black, the survey for 
Forum magazine found (Sun, 30/5/92). 



18. 

We introduced this cntebory last iccue and 
remarked that it was Uike Goes who coined the 
term. One of his examples bein� doge becoming 
canine junkies, eo the cartoon s appropriate. 

( •} Our second choice last issue came up 
trumps. Here it comes again. 

1) A cheating Polish hubby visited a German 
brothel while his wi:t'e was "staying with 
friends��" - and found her working there (Sun, 
10/8/92). 
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2) Polish busirie��man Stanislaw Kania, feeling frisky on a 
visit to a brothel in Dresden, Germany, had the shock of his 
.life -- the alluring charms he was offered were those of his 
wife, Gretchin (D Sport, 24/8/92). 

Dif'ferent or the same? Ani here's a variation on the theme. 
Cheating hubby Rowland Charlesworth wrote to a box number in 
a local newspaper's lonely hearts column and received a reply 
tY;o days later -- f'rom his wife. No�·1 7eresa and Rowla.rrl are 
suing each oth!:!r f'or divorce in Jaclrsonville, USA ( Sunda.y 
Sport, 9/8/92). 

( '') �i ��ers s•uen.r st'"!.t ist ic s prove Volv-oe have a higher 
proportion of accidents with motorbikes than any other car, 
hence Screaming Lord Sutch found a Baron von Thunderclap who 
wanted to stand as Official Monster Raving Loony Ban Volvo 
Party. Apparently the baron had been present at an historic 
bikers' day when two teams, armed with hacksaws and oxy­
acetylene cutters, got revenge by competing to be first to 
put an entire Vol� ea� through a letterbox. 

Sutch had heard from a taxi-driver something similar not 
long before when he had explained that ·because they were adve 
rti�ed as the safest cars on the road, they were bought by th� 
world's·worst drivers, who then thought that they were at 
the wheels o� a tank (Sutch is Life, HarperCollins, 1991). 

( • ) Diarist Sean Smith claims an exotic lady doctor slit­
hered up to him at a party in Hampstead and told about a 
colleague in private practice treating a man for � heart 
condition. The patient walked out the door and dropped dead. 
The horrified receptionist rushed in with the bad news and 
called for instructions. The doctor told her: 11For Dod' s 
sake turn the body round so he looks as if he was coming in" 
(People, 14/6/92). 

( •) Ani Gibbs' Gossip column provides "another true story". 
A young and extremely pretty London girl recedtly won 

£10,000 at bingo ani was asked to pick up her cheque in a cou­
ple of weeks. When she did so the master of ceremonies said 
to her: "Congratualtions, love, what are you going to do with 
the money?" She replied: "It's my 18th birthday next vteek ani 
I plan to buy a car." There vtas a shocked silence. "I wish 
you hadn't told me that," said the MC. "It's illegal to play 
bingo for cash until you are 18 -- we can't give you the 
cheque" (D Mirror, 9/5/92). 

( • ) Stuart Gray-Thompson spotted this one which I'm sure 
has been used in a TV sit-com. 

A family locked themselves in their own cellar for two weem 
to avoid the shame of their neighbours finding out they could 
not afford their annual holiday. The unnamed Luxembourg fam­
ily told their neighbours they were heading south to the sun 
and locked up the house, hid the car in the garage -- and 
then spent the two weeks camping in their damp cellar. The 
��m�±Sh£fht�Hrsot �D&rui!� tng �n��arrnPe�i%enrtRa � �S�i� ued light through a chink in the shutters, and burst in, 
thinking it might be burglars. Police in the town of Stein­
fort near the Belgian border where the family lives, refused 
to comment (Press & Journal, Aberdeen, 21/8/92). 

( • ) Three now with telephones as the focus. 
1) A teen ager ran up a £750 phone bill after calling a sex 

line in Australia -- and then dozing off. The boy, whose par­
ents were away, woke up after being on the line to sexy Jasmin 
in Sydney for seven hours. He admitted: 11! only meant to 
listen for a :few minutes. I thought it would be more fun than 
watching videos all evening. I nodded off after drinking half 
a bottle of red wine." The 16-year-old :from Olpe, Germany, has 
taken a summer job to repay the money (Sun, 22/7/92). 

2) People ringing up a Mafia-busting tax department are 
played the Godfather them tune wile their phone call is put 
through. A spokesman in Milan said they knew nothing about 
the tune which had been supplied by a phone coml'any. He added: 
11We I re too busy to listen to it." (Sun, 26/8/92). 

3) Shiftworker Yario Branno climbed into bed with his wife 
-- ani heard a portable phone in his wardrobe. He found a 
naked man hiding there -- ani shot him. Now Mario· ·,tf'aces an 
attempted murder charge (Sun, 15/7/92). 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Tll II.P IRIS 
As Fortean guru Bob Rickard has observed: "For every expert 

there is an equal and opposite expert." We introduce yet an­
other section to examine these authority figures' behaviour 
and list interesting reversals of conventional wisdom. 

Take for instance .. the great cholesterol terror. Swedish 
re�3arch, published in the latest British Medical Journal, 
shows that in 22 cholesterol-lowering trials, there was no 
change at all in the number of deaths from heart disease. 
These findings have also been largely ignored. The researc­
er, Dr Uffe Ravnskov, found the trials which appeared to sup­
port conventional wisdom on cholestrol were six times more 
likely to be quoted by researchers than those which polinted 
the opposite v1ay. (The Observer, 12/7/92). 

And men who cut cholestrol levels are more prone to violent 
deaths -- particularly suicide -- say Swedish doctors (Sun, 
31/7 /92). 

The Finns earlier met opposition when British health 
experts warned people to ignore their claims that cutting 
down on fatty food can significantly increase the risk of a 
fatal heart attack. The warning came after scientists in 
Finlani completed a 15-year study of 1,200 Helsinki business 
executives thought to be at risk from heart attack. The study 
claimed people of' a carefully-controlled diet are more than 
twice as likely to die of heart disease than those following 
no diet. It challenged the long-held belief that high choles­
terol is a prime cause ot: coronary problems. Half the· sub-
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jecte were put on a low cholesterol diet -- ani su:ff'ered 67 
deaths; 34 due to heart attacks. The other half', kept on their 
normal diet ani theoretically at greater risk, had only 14 
cardiac deaths and 34 f'rom other causes. But the Coronary 
Prevention Group, made up of' top haart-care specialists, 
said: "It would be a tragedy if' people were discouraged f'rom 
eating a healthy diet low in fat on the basis of' one small 
study. Pro!' Philip James, of' Aberdeen's Rowett Research 
Institute, said the study did not overturn years of research 
which had convinced the scientif'ic community of' the need to 
cut down on fat. He said: "The Finnish researchers should be 
aslting themselves what they did wrong." 

Appearing as it did (Northern Echo, Darlington, 23/12/91), 
the response was obviously timed to make people feel guilty or 
uneasy at Christmas. 

(•) Then we learn there are no grounds f'or the coff'ee scare. 
We know that for years doctors have advised patients with 

slightly raised blood pressure to cut down on cof'f'ee in the 
beliefthat it will reduce their risk from a heart attack or 
stroke. But until now no one has ever checked to see if this 
was good advice, according to Dr Tom MacDonald, of' Dundee 
University. After a study of 50 regular cof'f'ee drinkers, he 
and his colleagues are dismissing the conventional wisdom as 
another "mdical mytb". Staniard cof'f'ee advice, he cliama, is 
based on research showing that just a single dose of' caf'f'eine 
is enough to raise blood pressure in people who had not been 
drinking cof'fee f'or some time. It !'ails to take into account 
that regular cof'fee drinkers develop tolerance to caf'f'eine 
(Guardian, 22/11/91 ) .• 

( • )  Also for every warning that sex, drugs ani drink don't 
mix with sport there'll be the opposite view. Hartlepools 
United had a player who would sink eight pints in the Crown 
ani then play a blinder up the road at the Victoria Ground. 

Sex was prescribed f'or girl Olympic athletes af'ter Isreali 
experts studied the perf'ormance of' 84 �thletes �ef'ore and 
at\e7; . .  ,ez . . The 26 woiilen:pe�ormed beet soon after tnak.i�g .lave, 
but ·t�e 58 men wi�ted.so badly doctors recommended tbey cut 
out/sex a week before a big competition. They determined that 
an .'orgasm motivates women but mn just want to doze of'f' af'ter­
wards (Sun, 20/7/92). 

A televisual examination of this topic had so-called experts 
to ar#Ue both viewpoints. A director of' coaching suggested hav­
ing a cold shower and reading the Financial Times, a boxing 
instructor claimd lovers soften up pugilists, only for Lloyd 
Heneyghan to f'loor that view. In opposition to the argument 
that sex relaxes tension, judo expert Neil Adams was of' the 
opinion that celibacy increases sporting potential. Strnge this. 
Remember he was swimmer Sharron Davies' one-time fiance. She 
boasted a morning's sexual calisthenics bef'ore competing in 
the afternoon -- failing to say with whom. 

A true perspective, I suspect, came from 42-year-old soccer 
legend Frank Worthington, who believed sex before kick-off was 
beneficial and claimed to have such 1t hours before a game. 
"Yihen you see the Italian players kissing each ot1J!r it seems 
more like frustration than elation," he observed,:' .. ter hearing 
they spent a month separated from wives ani gieltriends before 
an international (On the Line, BBC-2, 20/6/91; Before, after, 
or instead of?, Paul Screeton Viewpoint TV review, Mail'� 
Hartlepool, 21/6/91). 

( *) Ikfore leaving medical matters, \'/hat about Surgeon Lieu ten­
and Jarne s tlacKa�t, who broke into a \70ma.n doctor 1 s cabin ani stole 
her undies, pyjamas am bikini. A Royal Navy psychiatrist told 
the Devenport court martial th..:i.t MacKay suf'f'ered from a �ntal 
d.isoroer since his teens which made it difficult for him to 
make frienis. What was tht:n said is tht: truly pathetic bit, that 
his disorder would have been spott&d during his four years in 
the "'ervice if he had been in any other part than the inedical 
section (Sun, D Sport, 17/7/9,). 

(•)  Boozers are always cheered by stories of' alcohol being 
beneficial. Researchers at Newcastle University's department of' 
medicine believe preliminary finiings have show moderate quan­
tities ai alcohol help prevent strokes �ni heart attacks, by mak­
ing the blood less likely to clot. "Alcohol in mild to moderate 
consumption alters blood chemistry to incre�se good fa.ts and lo\·1er 
bad fats, so l'educing the I'isk of a stroke, •• said Prof Oliver 
James (�iorthern Echo, Darlington, 13/5/92). 

( •) Ani what of a drink which is REALLY gooo for you. Yuri Kat­
cgenko i� selling v1hat he calls Magnetic Vodka, which has been 
blasted for several days by ":pov1crtul iiiU.t;netic waves". This magic 
fluid is supposed to cure cancer, and give you a �arm, comfort­
in� glow - both at the same time. But Peter Hitchens (D Expr�ss, 
1/19/91) r:as corry to say the scientists of the Soviet Ulinstry of 
Health !•efused to accept Yuri 's claims. "No vodka can possibly 
do you any good," they said. "What's more, you can't possibly 
magnetise it. 'l'he v.rholc thing is rubbish." 

(..,) Mice v1ere better drunk than sober at avoiding cage areas giving el�ctric shocks, proving that alcohol enha1�es memory 
clo.im scientists in Ohio (Sun, 29/6/92). ·.:hen anoth"r "tit bit" has university bof!' ins in North. Dakota claimine alcohol makes you remember - though &ivin& no clue to research �thodology 
(D Sport, 1/10/92). -

Letters 
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

(. CONTINU:&D 
tram Page 15) 

railviay islani ani the 
Isle of t.an the least 
populated. Aro'.thcre any 
cl'lallengers? 

My second question is, What is the smallest island that anyont 
has ever lived on and, at a mature age, died upon without ever 
having left it? This brings to mind a third. What is the small­
est island containing inhabitants who have never visited its 

capital? I have wondered about this ever since the Balklands 
War, when it was said that a number of the Falklands people had 
never visited Port Stanley. I also read recently that some 
people on St Helena (47 sq. miles) have never been to Jamestown. 
Folklore Frontiers would like to publish readers' observations 
on these questions. I can only offer some su��6stions to the 
first question. There are certainly preserved steam railways on 
Alderney ani Mull (Steam Railway special map, 1989) ani on Se:Pt· 
ember 20 this year Britain's most northerly railway line was 
officially opened on the Orkney island of Hoy. A network of 
lines was created on Hoy for the Scappa Flow naval base and 
though the present line is only 100 metres long, there are 
plans to extend it so that visitors can take in historic sites 
(Press & Journal, Aberdeen, 2/10/92). 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I f 
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looks THE CIP.CLEMAKERS by ANDREW COLLINS (From ABC Books , P 0 Box 189, Le igh-on-Sea ,  Essex , SS9 
1}� ,  price £4. 95 inc p&p ) . 

Just as  the mystique of corn c i rcle s  threatens to evaporate 
along comes  the cavalry. Supernaturalist inve st igator and psy­
ch1 c  s idekick ride in, the Sapphire and Stee l of cornography, 
Arrly Collins and Debbie Benstead.  From a fortuitous rediscovery 
of a pape rback on sky creature "cri tters"  de scribed by Trevor 
Jame s  Constable , they move on to Wilhelm Re ich and related orgone radiation. 

The psychic que ste rs go off' to We ssex to seek corn c ircle s 
and the ir meaning; ne ither convinced of mete rological phen­omena or the abilit ies  of hoax claimants .  Sc ient if ically ignor­
ant �bbie gushe s forth with mediumistically-inspired lect­
ure s ·on .fringe physic s .  Debb ie int imated that crop c ircle s  be 
de scribed as  ultrasonic orgone hieroglyphs ·or  the true written 
language of sound. That orgone bioforms upon impact produce grand de signs ; the more evolved the conscioussne ss ,  the stronger 
and more complex the . pattern. By the existence of "non-locality" 
we inte ract with and can aid the evolut ion of the process ,  whic� �an be mime t ic even ( explaining hoax inte rference follow ons ) .  

As for the " s iniste r secrets" of corn c ircle s mentioned in 
the blurb , Collins claims that they are orgone accumulators 
and so can be e ither curative or harmful. Rat ionalists would set 
all this as anecdotal and sub jective ; the sympathe t ic and in­
formed as excitable react ion to a new metaphor for the numinous . Colline weaves in leys , earthlights ,  ufo· n� ets ,  abduct ions 
and so on, f ind ing ade quate room in hie new v is ion of the c ir­
cle s  to e mbrace the m all in comfort . Plenty of background info­rmation t ie s  in with a personal diary of adventu�e and learn-
t��po�i�Re ehB¥dhwflfe�����0tp8hg£R� iEai�iauR18�ea�s �. a�fuat-
eve r one ' s  re act ion ,  Collins has done a grand job to  provide a fre sh viewpoint . 

CROP CIRCLES FOR FUU AND PROFIT by JOHN REID (From 
Wolf ' s  Head Pre ss,  P 0 Box 77, Sunde rla nd ,  Tyne & 
Wear,  SR 1 1EB .  £1. 20 +stamp for postage . Leave 
blank " pay" l ine on cheque/PC or for 6 x 24p stamps . 
USA 6 dollars in b ills only) 

" In Wiltshire circles  appeared in front of us , but unfort­
unately it was foggy at the t ime arrl we could see nothing , 11 
said Prof Yoshi-Hiko Ohtsuki .  Bit like a capt ion in the Darl­
ington & Stockton Times some years ago which went something 
l ike "You woulc be able to see the magnif icence of Roseberry 
Topping behind this  cow if it weren ' t  for the fog. " 

This is a witty overview of the c rop c ircle s phenomenon by 
John Re id ,  aka one assumes Kevin O ' Be irne of Wolf ' s  Head. John/ Kev in has a way with words , like when reporting on c ircle 
makers,  who we re caut ioned by the police "afte r a nearby re side nt , er ,  grassed on the m. " 

The author also asks awkward que stions such as what would happen if such "electro-hydronamic thingie s" were to manife st1 
not in corn but on an electric pylon or a busy road ? 

· lightly not only the so-called expe rts get the ir say but 
the " man in the street" , including the orie s of creation by ufo 
anchors , cats , hypnot ised field mice or bats ,  rutt ing e mus ,  
morris dancers,  night-ti me  corn dollies  o r  gypsie s leaving 
signs for each other .  The sa me art icle be ing refe rred t o  had 
I sabe lle Kingston dragging in "earth e nergy and le y line s ,  
cosmic ene rgy and unconsc iousne ss" ( D  Star ,  17/7/91 ). 

But she ' s  a " med ium" wheras Terence �ade n is a sc ie nt ist . 
t&�i8°�fJie if &rc8&�Rgc f �cl�s;h�� �iaR�R �8�eH&��t!Sna\.,RfJ.Ris-
VIhen they appeared the spot 'flaB marked by Ne oli t ic monuments .  
:r-r· as le y the ory state s the se are prec i s iely aligned , the boolc­
nt author riglitly ani crit ically asks of le y hunte rs "how would 
its  ext�tln8�bfBcth��eP��ftmit1� �gfido��e mH�it� Wt�� 16�1of 0��ps 
texe a '?" Fie lds of inquiry which vron ' t  go away too eas ily. Also a Benton unreported c ircle so close to  the Tyne & Wear 
Metro light railway syste m it should be 1 991 ' s  most obse rved 
��fBHaii��fBR�!�S��!�t�!iffii�Yii��1!!S4,�!1��§� ' s  
van Gogh ' s " Sunflowers" as conceptual larrlscape art ; ani 
wildflower explosion rural rumour of Ga ia ' s  angels hurling earthem1are jars of rare plant s  from speeding motor-cycle s ;  
Doug ' n ' Dave ; conspiracy theorie s ;  how "Busty" Taylor got his 
na me - not hormonal but appenied as a baby by troops at the 
c inema his parents ran at a Wiltshire army camp. 

Entertaining ove rview and non-part isan. 
CROP CIRCLE SECRETS ed ited by DON�D L CYR ( 8 : dollars plus postage to UK from 2�1 Las Positas , Santa Barbara , Calif . , 9 3105, USA) . 

Donald Cyr posits the re markable theory that lightning 
strilce s on two south Indian Ocean i slanis produce whistle rs 
which yield the crop c ircle s  in the 50-rnila d iamete r  c i rcle of act iv ity  in  Wilt shi re .  Whistlers ar.o. echoe s fro :n lightning 
strike s  bounced from the uppe r at mosphere �r.d reception cond­it ions are opt i mum late eve nings , at night and early morning. The electronic fre quenc ie s/current s  enter  the ground and are then refracted. The grain stalks could act as  antennae with CQUQ.��tric c ircl� s  b� ing created by a d iffe rent order of ! · . audibl� tone v ibrat ions or rad io ene rgy, sub-harmonics all emanat ing -from the southe rn hemisphe re { and doubtle ss vice  ve rsa ) .  His  colleague Jame s  Brett  thinks the antennae-load ing theory can possibly expla in all the patterns . Cyr goe s on to su:.ge st a fert ile megalithic pe riod with great f ield s  of g�·a in stand ing 2 .  72 feet high ( one megalithic yard ) and where c ircles appeared atone c ircle s we re created to  the sarne dimensions , or  rather moved some way to  an  opt imum astronomical sight ing position. · 

Cyr, in fairneRs and to  give a more rounded view , the n exam­ine s  what others are conclud ing regard ing corn c ircle s .  Othe r sect ions incl�e his expla ining his the or ie s  to  John Hichell • Uichael Mideke s beginne r ' s  guide to whi stle rs ; and Arrlrew .> Rothovius ' s  impressions . 
UROP CIRCLE SECRETS - PART TWO edited by DONALD L CYR 

Donald Cyr and Ja rne s  Brett begin this sec ond select ion of 
crchp circle specul�t i on  by admitt ing the cla im to  have " sol­
ved" the proble m was an overstate me nt ,  though claiming the 
content of Part One made a good be ginning. Brett eve n proposes 
an alte rnat ive theory. 

Various corre spondents then de liver the ir re se rvations t o  the 
whistle r the ory, be i�g of varying depths of technical it7 and 
thrust . Also  of inte re st to  ufo buff's will be the Coxe-Gille sp� 
flying saucer  theory; Gille spie als o  contribute s a pbce 
connecting the speculat ions with Nikola Te sla• A Nat ive American tale from the middle of the last century is 
interpreted as a corn c ircle event . To me it more likely fits  
the " 1  over from the sky" mot :i:B ( see  Hichell ' s  The Flying 
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Sauc e r  Vision) , though obv i ously uninte nt ionally mimicked in 
cart oons or all too human c ouple s c oupling in corn c ircle s .  

We :1re o n  f ir ue r  grouni w ith Ge rald Hawkins ' analyse s of 
mathe mat ical , ge omP.trical a ni  d iatonic fact ors.  

Inte re st ing piece ; too,  on the Marfa lights of Tex a s .  
Cyr '  s publica t i ons are more refre shingly open-minded ge n­

e rally than the ir UK c ounte rpart s .  The cut and thr�st . of deb-
ate is le ave ned with a humour often lacking on thi s  fade of t he 
b i g  pond. 

ISIAH ON 
GU'itiR: A 
GUIDE TO 
JOHN WESLEY 
HARDING by 
ROBIN 
WITTING 
(Valis Book s ,  
5 2A. Lascotts 
Road , Wood 
Green,  London 
N2 2 4JN . Pr 
54. 50 inc p&p . 

My c opy or 
Bob Dylan ' s  
B ible-rock 
album " John 
We sle y  Hard­
i ng" wa s 
bought for me 
by the girl 
who m  I marr­
ied. It c a ne  
f rom a shop · in 
the shadows of .. 
Durha m Cathed- · - �- C orn d olly b i rd for i s sue 17 - Dawn Love 
ral . Shortly 
afte rwards I auit mj'" newspape r  re port i ng j ob in dra mat ic fashio"J 
te lling my frienis why by quot ing Dylan: " • • •  one should 
nevd.r be whe re one doe s not be long. " 

Lat e r  I would buy all the huge Stephen Picke ring books on 
Dylan and st ruggled through all the Jewi sh myst ica l  argument s ,  
Old Te sta ment blood a ni  thunde r ,  quabal i st ic c onundrums ani 
whe re Dylan' s head wa s at in all the se v i s i onary vibe s .  It was 
bringing back all the A-leve l Engli sh l ite rature home , only 
the re was the advantage of no exam - and no c e rtaint ie s .  C rypt ic 
word game s to stre t ch the inte lle ct . 

Havi ng become some thing or a lap se d  Dylanologist or late , I 
wonde red if Witt ing would rev ive my fa ith in Dylan as unive rsal 
panace a .  It c e rtainly f lexed my c rit ical facult ie s a s  the autho� 
jumped back ani forth betwe e n  Dylan' s l yric s ,  othe r LPs and 
the nove l Tarantula ;  the Bible ; and eve ryone fro m  Brecht t o  
Eliot to  Carrell ( Lewi s  - not Hatt ie ) .  

Seve ra l  fundamental crit ic i s ms read ily spring t o  mid a� Witti"J 
analyse s the s ongs in ·turn. He is too  se lect ive with part ic-
ular line s  ( miss ing wholly more obv i ous meanings , at le a st I be­
lieve ) ;  that the Sc ripture s can be bent t o  suit many, if not an�, 
argume nt · little opportunity is give n for a lte rnat ive spe c ­
ulat ions

'
( though t o  invoke evange list John We sley i n  add it ion 

t o  outlaw John We ele y Hard in is nove l ) ; ani there i s  no  i n-
d ic at ion of how i mportant a role Biblical be l ief and study 

Book of Is iah plays . 
Turning to t he s ong s ,  Vvit t ing re ga rds All Along the 'i/atch­

t owe r as prac t ically a paraphra se of the Book of Is iah in 12  
l i ne s .  · A dense , chari s mat ic song • • •  the most pO\"Ie rful cut 
on the allbum. 1 1  Uh-huh, it 1 s The Ba llad of Franlcie Lee and 
Judas Prie st wh ich I fee l is mo st s i gnif icant : characte r i sat­
ion i s  st rong ; use of c l iche i s  shunned by good write r s  un­
le s s  in a new context am f or good r·ea son ani you 'd have t o  
read Is iah t o  c o mprehe nd why Dylan '  s " a s  quiet a s  a mouse 11 is 
in fact a roo a ningful i mage ;  b}rt why afte r the line " nothing 
is revea led" , is the last ve rse omitted fro m thi s  c o mre ntary? 
Inc ident ally, my just ificat i on f or quitt ing my j ob came f ro m  
the wrapping-up ve rse . Pe rhaps , i f  I ' d take n  not ice o f  a line 
a l i t t le furthe r on -- "am don ' t  go mistaking Parad ise  • • •  " 
-- I ' d  neve r  have spent a ye ar in Hull .  

I t  i s  th ise se nse o f  inc o mpletene ss  of analys i s ,  o r  just 
pic king a ce rta in part s which c reate s uneasine s s .  It is as if. 
t he album is a buffet , not a f,::a st , ani the eate r is f inicky. 

The book ' s  appa re nt Ame ricane ss is no great proble m,  though 
1rhen d iscu s s i ng the signif icance of the word "house " he point s 
t o  Is iah ' s t ribal use of t he word ani America ' s conte mpo rary 
t r iba l t ot t e m  pole , the White House . We do , of course , have 
our own House s of Co mmons ani Lords.  Also the c ove r in Brita in 
is not green;  my c opy is brown. 

He d oe s , honeve r ,  see m  na ive at t i re s :  quot ing from " Tanan­
tula" the re ' s  "& De l ia who ' s  cal le d  Debra \.,he n she walks a round 
in he r nurse uniform,  she c a st s  off pure light in the ce lla r & 
ha s princ iple s , " wh ich he se e s  as ide alised nurse t o  t reat 
those who have st rayed off the stra ight ani na rrow , but see ms ta 
me a role -playing nurse ogra m at be st ::.m whore at wors t .  

Ye t the re c a n  be n o  doubt ing the autho r ' s committ me nt t o  
Dylanology nor the enormous a mount of work put in. He eve n toolc 
a magnifying glass  t o  see if the re really are pe ople ' s  he ads 
(Beatle s ? )  in the bark of the t ree on the c ove r ? � pa rt of 
Z Lmt:� rman f o lklore . 

It · .. as an unexpe c ted a lbum f or its  t i ne ani thi s book i s  
a l s o  inc ongruou s .  Neve rthele ss  it  shed s light o n  a fasc inat ing 
a nd  ne gle cted slic e  of evolut ionary musica l neade nd i ng.  

LIFE AS SUTCH by LORD DAVID SUTCH • 
tHarpe r Coll ins , £ 1 0 . 99) 

I haW:! a rrood excuse for  includ ing the se pol i t ic a l  me mo ir::­
in :i!'F , f 0r I :1nce  ·; ·rote songs f o r  the perf .)r ::1e r . 

Sc r:� e. �1inc; Lord Sutch ani ':.'he S::1.vace s npp.-· a reC.  at the K-D 
KluiJ in 3illin,:ha n in the mid-S ixt ie s . Uy pal Ric ha rd Wilson 
and I we nt t o  see the m at this Tee sside ve nue and we re extre m­
e ly i mpre s sed. It was sheer show11a.nship ani he utte rly te rri­
f ied the g irls at the front of the aud ie nc e . 

As a v i gne t te t o  reveal his  caring nature , when late r in the 
off ice t o  re ce ive payment , he was perturhed whe the r takings 
we re suff ic ie nt to cove r his fee , and if not , offe red to take 
le s s  money. In fac t  the owne r ' s fathe r was a se lf- made milli on­
a i re .  

Aft� r this Richard a nd  I got chatt ing t o  him and t old h i m ue 
we re t ""Yi. :lg t :J  bPeak int :J  u :J:'1t; . .  � ·it i:l;. 1-{e t old us that the re 
wa s an Ame ric a n  No .  1 single at the t i tre ca lled Haunted House 
and he haC. be e n  aslted to do an album along similar l ine a in the 
hope s  of bre aking int o the t ransat lant ic marke t .  He asm d if \'le 
c ould supply songs q,uickly. Naturally \'/e agreed a m  got down t o  
thede no tape s .  Shortly afte rwards we rece ived a Chri st mas card 
from Dav id . On the f ront wa s a pic ture of h i m  shaking hands 
v:ith Pre mie r HarolG. ·,-i ilson ( my chum' s fathe r ' s na me , by c o in-
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c ide nc e )  ani ins ic e a note to trn eff e c t  that t he s ong:::: '.':e re 
f ine ar.d we re to be re c orded uncie r Joe Mee k ' s  supe rv i s ion. ·,·/e 
he a rd no more a ni  Uc:e k shot his la nilady ani t hen h i mse lf in 
1 968 . 

But he re ' s  the aneddotal/apocryphal b it .  Trto pe v ple have 
c l a i med the y he ard a Sutch re c o rd ing of one of the songs ne 
w rote on the rad i o .  " Down in the Grave ya rd" na s d i re , but I 
st i l l  oc c a s i ona lly s i ng it whe n I re c ount this e p i s ode oi' 
pe rs ona l  hist ory. 

Pe rhaps some day Dav id Hill i nv ite me to j o in his Cab inet . 
M i n i ste r of Transport would su it me f i ne_. 

At the e nd  of th f ir st chapte r you rea l i se the book is not 
g o i ng to be e nt i re l y  se rious whe n he re la t e s  that \'l inst on Chur­
c h i l l  approached h i m  dur ing a wa rt i me  walkabout . Young Sutch 
kne lt bef ore h i m ,  they spoke brief l y  arii shout ing "Now Sutch ,  
ge t out of my v:a y,  you l i t t le squ i r t " he t ook h i s  fat c igar 
f ro m  his mouth and stubbed it out on the child ' s  out stre tched , 
p le ad ing ham . 'l'he hani the Gre at e st L iv int; E nGl i shman had 
S c c. rred SO b2.cily ·. :a s h i E  V OVing ha m .  

An olt,c. r Sutch :"foulc!. re a l i s e : "By that brn :nO. i ng he h::..c"'. pn s sed 
on t h� t orch of h i E  de st iny ani t hat of th:; 13:-o it ish pe ople , t o  
l it t l.J TOO • 1 1  

s� �Hthl�r1h 1?�i.: �IDfe Bll\dc Mtr irRt0 lt i �n�d rgerBb't �N�e1>riii1Rn£�v i ng 
whe n he stuffed maggo t s  d ovm g i rl s ' dre s se s  the y v1ould - as he 
p o l i t e l y  put s it - " g o  int o  hyste ric s �  ·_p i s s  the mse lve s ,  pa ss 
out , or d o  all thre e  in qu ic k succe s s  i on. " 

But the polit ic al pa rt is gre a t l y  a mus i ng ,  part icula rly 
Sut ch ' s  frie nd sh i p  with that othe r redoubtable cand idate Lt . 
Cd r .  Bill Boaks , the road safe t y  fanat ic , whose all-t i me  low 
wa s onl�t f ive vote s in the by-e le c t i on at Gla sgo\7 Hi llhead. 

I als o rec a l l  the infa mous Da r l ingt o n  by-e le c t i o n  and Sutch ' s  
v iewpo int ·•;a s one I v1a s  not aware of ,  inc luding ( pe rhaps 
apoc ryphal ) the v i sit by Church i ll ' s grandson and Sutch ' s  add­
it ion that during the Gulf War he na s a mused to read in pape rs 
that \·:he n Churc h i l l  junio r  v i s ited our t roops he i nt roduc ed h i m� 
se lf t o  one sold ie r  by saying : " He ll o ,  I ' m W i nston Church ill " . 
" Oh ye s ,  and I '  m RomJOO ll , "  the re ply promptly c a me bu. 

Howeve r ,  to ha rk bac k  t o  any c ha nc e  of my be c o ming his ra il 
supre mo , he re c�lls lugg ing his luggae ove r the f ootbridge at 
C rewe at a c o ld 3am. One of two chaps re cogni se s h i m  arrl spe aks 
sarc a st ically, but bef ore Dav id c an re ply the y are e ngro sse d  in 
t he pa s sage of a loc o mot ive be low. Sat minute s late r in his war� 
c o mpart me nt he nuse s that c old f i gure s out the re t ra inspott ing 
a re the r e a l  loonie s ( l ike me ) .  

The book is pac ked with anecdote s ,  many ve ry reve a l ing about 
pro minent polit ic ians and also t dt b it s  f rom rock ' n ' roll past 
and pre sent . 

C onsp i racy buff s  note that the re a re s t i l l  those who a re sus­
p ic i ous of Loony se lf-fund ing and think de p o s i t s  must c o me  
f ro m  dev i ous source . Sutch also reve als that c orn c i rc le s we re 
c re a ted by the party using the bac kwash from a Ma rshal l  a mplif itt. 

Th is extre me ly funny, mildly-bawd y ,  t ongue - i n-che e k  book was 
c o-autho red with Pe te r Chippe nd a le . 

SECRETS OF THE SOIL by PETER TOMKINS & CHR ISTOPHER BIRD 
( Arkana , £ 1 2.99) 

Ir i sh round towers as paramagnet i c  antennae rece i v i ng cosm i c  energy 
for cult i vat i on and Mayan pyrami ds on " ley li nes" controll i ng weeds 
and i nsects. From such clai med h i stor i cal golden age agri culture , the 
authors confront the reader with the i nd i sputable so i l  pollut i on by 
chem i cals of the 20th century and argue not only the benef i ts of 
organ i c  farm i ng but use of rad i on i cs to create i mproved crops and 
l i vestock. If you can overcome natural cyn i c i sm ,  g i ve th i s  account 
of b i odynam ic farm i ng a hea r i ng . 

N o. 26 B i l l  Sc o t t  l o oks at how c o nv i c t s c re a t e d  a new Aust ra l ­
ian l it e rat u re a nd  h o w  spe c ia l i s t  h ouse bui ld i ng deve l oped .  
Al i e n  b i g  c a t s  a re the Qua r ry o f  a Lond o n  de t e c t ive c o nstable 
( re �o rt e d  f r o m  Ob se rve r ,  1 4/6/92). Oddl y  unc re d i t e d  h i st o ry of 
roa�ing ga rde n gno me .  �vo ve r s i o ns of an e gre g i ous re c ipe ove r­
c ha rge , we l lknown to Brunvand f a ns ,  plus b i za rre " c ha i n-le tte r 
c a ke "  based on Quant it ie s of ye a st !  Dut c h  d obe r ma ns '  h o r r o r  st ozoy 
f ro m  Brunvand h i mse lf .  Plus news cutt ings o n  d rug t a t t o o s , sp in­
d r ie r  k i t t e n ,  d r ive r le ave s wife b e h i nd  a nd  i nf l a table she e p  
sex a id .  

N o .  27 . " Boe m" c irculated by c a re r s  of aged w i th myth ic a l  
o ri gi n ;  De s ide rat a ; Danie l De f o e  Aids - s t yle a mour reve nge a na­
l ogue ; e a rl y  mo rning t ra im as p o pula t i o n  b o o s t e r ;  upda t e s on 
cro s"ily�cbO.�e ;. rec ipe , b o s o m  se rpe nt , satanic abus e  and photo ­
c opying 1Jody p a rt s .  
STRANGE .lvl�GAZINE . US g l o s sy prof e s s i onal ma ga z ine · e qu iva l e nt t o  
ou» own Fort e a n  T i me s .  Fro m P 0 Box 2246 , R oc kv i l le , MD ,  20847, 
U SA. Che que s i n  ste r l i ng t o  h� r k  Cho rv in s ky. Four- i s sue sub 
£1 3 . 50 .  Ava i l able seve ral Lond o n  b o ok s t o re s . 

N o .  9. At t he he a rt of tbe ma g '  s ra i s on d 1 e t  re , M ic hae l 
Grosso-Qffe r s  a t i me ly e s say on t he mot ive s of a no mal i st s ; tho se 
of us d rawn i rr s i s t ibly to the me t aphys i c a l t w i l ight z o ne .  · 

Afte r last i s sue ' s  b l i t zkr ie g on Tony Sh ie l � ,J t he e d it or has 
d ra mat ic a l l y  reduc e d _ c ove rage of h i s  " ex p o se ll 1  w i t h  only one 
p ie ce on Shie l s  ani fa iry phot os . Of i nt e re st t o  FF sub s c r ibe rs 
who we re with it during i t s  The Sha ma n  i nc arna t i on ,  whe re I pub­
l i shed an exc lus ive a»t i c le w it h  Shie l s ' C: raw i ngs of mon:= ters , a 
le tte r he re by Tony state s the Ne s s ie a nd  Ho rgawr a re .qu thent ic 
and " t he 1 98 3  pho t o graphs , t a ke n  in I re la nd , a re not re a l ly good 
e nough t o  a rgue about . Al l the re st may be hoaxe s ,  s o me  of the m 
mo st c e rt a i nl y  a re . " The o nus be i ng put upon a nyone b y  Tony h i m-
s e lf . 
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App rop r iate ly K r i stan Law s o n  ex a mi ne s  the the o ry and p rac t ic e  or 
hoax i ng. Paul iyde e n  l o ok s  at Pa c if ic ca rgo cult s and t he s i milar 
t he me  i n  uf o l ogy v ia r i tua l a ni  sex ma g ic a nd  Jung. " The Dawo n of 
Mag i c " by Pauwe l s  & Be rgie r i nt roduc e d  me t o  the fr ing sub j e c t s I ' ve 
pursued eve r s i nc e , so the i n-d e pt h  a rt i c le on Jac que s Be rg ie r wa s 
part icularly i nte re s t ing. Kar l  Shuke r- begins an i n-depth l o o k  at ho of' 
-ed myste ry a ni mal s .  Much on humano id s wo rldwide . Plus plenty of 
s ma l le r i t e ms of a no ma l y  phe no me na , e i t he r we i rd pe rs ona l e nc ount e rs , 
brief i nve st i gat i o ns or c l i pp i ng s ; rev ie w s .  

P•lkl._rf!_,por:t; ����!E:;��;:;!:��h:!��t:::: 
monthly have be e n  c a l l ing f o r  Pa ge 7 f e l l ows , b r i ng i ng t he re sponse 
that the y  would d oub t le s s  b' the f i r st to ob j e c t  if men a ske d f o r  
t ople s s  p i c t�e s  o f  pla ye r s  such a s  Ka re n Walke r o f  Donca st e r  Be l l e s ,  
who f i ni she d top sc o re r i n  the Wo me n ' s Nat i ona l  Le a gue la st s e a s o n  
w i t h  39 goa ls . The e d i t o r  wa s re le nt i ng t o  wo me n ' s lus t t h e  f o l lo w i ng 
i s sue ( Footb a ll Monthly, Se pt , 1 992 ) .  

( • )  Tony Gdula , f r o m  Da r l i gt on ,  C o  Durha m ,  write s i n  the Northe rn 
Le a gue ma ga z ine about h i s  re que st f o r  a Hov r i l  at No rtha lle rt o q . 
'l'own ' s  t e a  hut . " F i r s t  I got a qu i z z ic a l  l o o k  and the n a shrug of the 
shoulde r s  bef o re the cha p  t o re off a p ie c e  of k i t c he n  roll f o r  me . " 

Gdul a , pre d i c tably, a sked what VIa S  g o i ng on. "We l l , "  s a id the a s s ­
i st a nt , "d id n ' t  ycu a sk f o r  s o me  bog roll ?" ( ! Hlce Amo s ' Bac kt rac k  
c o lumn ,  Northe rn Ech o ,  Darl i ngt o n ,  1 /5/92 ) .  

( • ) The ne ws s t o ry g ive s no i nd ic a t i on that a hoax u s i ng off ic i a l  
head e d  note pape r i s  i nv o lved , but p i ge on fanc i e rs had be e n  put i n  a 
flap afte r be i ng t o ld t he y would have to pay poll tax on the i r  l of t s .  
C ounc i l  off i c i a l s  ruled l of t s o n  a l l o t me nt land a t  Shaw , ne a r  Oldh a m ,  
La me s . , we re rat e able a s  bus i ne s s pre m i s e s ( D Sport , 1 3/7 /92 ) .  

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

SttA0 p [p• r. �- I _ _ _ ((il _ _ 
. 

( " ) Just whe n we i nt rod.uc ed the nev1 The 

--�� � �� � � � Expe rt s c a te g o ry he ad i ng ,  one of those 
. .  b ri e f l y  me nt i oed the re be c a me the sub j e c t , 

just aft e r I ' d  w r i t t e n  the se c t i on ,  of a spoof sat i r i s i ng just such 
P re s s  st orie s .  The mumbo j u mb o  in que s t i on wa s a re v i sed the o ry on 
pachyd e r m  e a r s .  V i z  ( No . 5 6 ,  1 992 ) l a mpooned : "A f o r me r  int e rna t i onal 
f ootba lle r i s  about to rewr i t e  the w i ld l if e  re c o rd  b o ok s .  Ace [ O a l ­
s c o re r  turnd a mateur z o o l o g i s t  F rank Viort h i ngt on be l ieve s h e  ha s made 
an a ma z i ng d i sc ove ry wh i c h  t u rns acc e pted z o ological t he o r ie s u p s ide 
d ovm. For f or me r Le ice s t e r C i t y  c e nt re f o rward Frank c la i ms  the 1expe rb 
have got it wrong - and I nd i a n  e le phant s have in fac t got b i ;:;:ge t\ e a r s  
t h a n  Af r i c a n  e le phant s ,  n o t  t h e  othe r v1a y  round . " 

I I I I I I I I I I I f 

PROBLEM AREA' � you ' ve re ache d th i s  fa r ,  I be g · 
your f o r g ive ne s s .  I wo n ' t b o re re aC.e rs 

w i t h  a me d ic a l  ·rmlle t i n ,  but suff ic ·� to say I have be e n  off worlc s i nc 'L 
mid - May. Among fac t i rs affe c t i ng FF have be e n  an inab i l it y  to input 
my full c o mmit me nt ; eve nt ua l la c k  of a c c e s s  to any h i - t e c h  e qu i p ne nt :  
a na r ror1 ra nge of c o nt e mp o ra ry med i a  re ad i ng mat e r ia l ;  enf o rc e d  use 
of la rge r t ypeface le ad ing t o  le s s  for you t o  read . 

i.1a k i ng any s o rt of p r o m i se would be f o o l i sh ,  but I h o ne to ge t the 
next i s sue out b y  Chri s t ma s  a ni  f o r  it to be an i :nprove � nt , if my 
he a l t h  p i c ks up , Amstrad ge t s  i t s  f i nge r out a nd  I ge t back t o  n o rlc 
t o  plund e r  all the da i l y  a ni  re g i ona l  ne wspape r s .  We have Ja n Ha r o ld 
Brunvani on "durnbt own le ge nd s " l ine d  up ani woul(, we lc o me anyt h i ng 
oth7: rs :nay '."f i sh t o  c o nt ibut e . 


